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HB 1685 creates an administrative appeal procedure to allow for an
aggrieved person to petition an agency for reconsideration of a determination
that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is Qr is not required and
establishes a shorter time schedule for the initiation of jUdicial appeals of
such determinations. The bill also adds the Office of Environmental Quality
Control to the list of those adjudged aggrieved with regani to the initiation
of jUdicial proceedings as to the acceptance of an Environmental Impact
Statement under Section 343-5.
our statement on this bill does not represent an institutional position
of the University of Hawaii.
We have long advocated the need for an administrative appeal procedure
and in that regani we appreciate and commend the efforts of this committee to
address this need. Those of us who work regularly with the EIS system and
the statutolY requirements of HRS 343 have sought for many years to establish
a procedure for administrative appeal of EIS determinations rather than being
forced to initiate costly and time consuming jUdicial proceedings as the only
recourse to questionable determinations. While we would much prefer that the
presently proposed appeal procedure be to a neutral third party, such as the
Environmental Council, provision for appeal to the agency issuing the
determination in question is perhaps an acceptable alternative.
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